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The Rise of the New Testament. By David Saville Muzzey, 
B.D New York : The Macmillan Co., 1900. Pp. x+ 146. 

Si. 25. 

In a review in the Bible Student the present work is spoken of as 
as bad " as it could be as a history of how the New Testament came 
into being." It need hardly be said that such a characterization is 
unwarranted by the book itself. Mr. Muzzey has not written a treatise 
on the subject of the canon, but he has presented in an intelligible, 
and at times brilliant, way the process of selection which gave rise to 
our New Testament. Some of his conclusions may possibly be too 
sweeping, and occasionally he falls into an aggressive style which 
would more comport with a debate than with a historical treatise ; 
nor do we think that he has always given us the details which we 
should have liked to have at hand. But for the general reader who 
wishes to understand the broad lines of the theory of the canon that 
seems best to agree with the actual facts at our disposal, there is no 
other book that can be so cordially recommended. 

S. M. 



A Manual of Church History. By Albert Henry Newman, D.D., 
LL.D., Professor of Church History in McMaster Univer- 
sity. Vol. I, Ancient and Mediceval Church History (to 1 5 17 
A. D.). Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Soci- 
ety, 1900. Pp. 639. 
This book is just what it professes to be — a manual of church his- 
tory. Professor Newman has been working at his subject for twenty 
years, and every page shows that he has made a diligent use of the 
best original and secondary sources of information, that he has used 
much discretion in his selections, and that he has taken time to assimi- 
late his material. The result is concise but clear statements orderly 
arranged. 

The author has endeavored to see all the sides of every subject, and 
sought to let the facts tell their own story. In matters where there are 
great differences of opinion he seeks to give due weight to each view, 
without attempting to force his own convictions upon his readers. 

Consistently with his purpose he has put before each chapter or 
important section an elaborate bibliography carefully selected, repre- 
sentative, and up to date. Thus if anyone is inclined to question any 
one of the brief but luminous statements, it is possible for him to do 
so in the light of all the evidence. 
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The pages are closely packed, and this first volume of 639 pages 
brings the story down to the Reformation. 

In an introduction of sixty-four pages he reviews all the antecedents 
of Christianity. His first period, from the birth of Christ to the end of 
the apostolic age — 4 B. C. to 100 A. D. — contains three chapters aggre- 
gating seventy-six pages. The first chapter is on "Jesus the Christ ;" 
the second on " The Apostles ;" the third on " The Constitution of 
Apostolic Churches." In these chapters he deals with the usual prob- 
lems in an interesting manner. 

Professor Newman is probably best classified as a moderate con- 
servative. 

When completed the book will easily take its place among the fore- 
most manuals of church history. 



The University of Chicago. 



J. W. MONCRIEF. 



Babylonian Religion and Mythology. By L. W. King, M.A., 
F.S.A. With twelve Illustrations. London : Kegan Paul, 
Trench, Triibner & Co., 1899. Pp- vii + 220. 3s. 6d. 
Here we have a pleasant, discoursive treatment of this difficult 
theme by a thoroughly competent scholar. The growing recognition 
of the intimate relations between the Babylonian culture and that of 
the Hebrews, together with the striking differences which they reveal, 
make a knowledge of the religious thought and system of Babylonia 
important for Bible students. Mr. King recognizes the fitness of 
alluding to parallels between the two religions, and his discussions are 
sane and helpful. The theme of the last chapter, " The Duty of Man 
to His God and to His Neighbor," is suggestive, and its contents are 
most instructive. The Babylonians had in the seventh century B. C. 
a system of morals which, in the author's words, " in many respects 
resembled that of the descendants of Abraham." While the larger and 
more thorough volume of Jastrow will remain the standard work on 
Babylonian religion, Mr. King's unassuming contribution will appeal 
to a wider circle, and should meet with hearty acceptance. The 
student will find in it material gathered to his hand which elsewhere 
he would search through many ponderous volumes to discover. 

G. S. G. 



